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Junior at Huntington Beach High School:
● Advanced delegate in Model United 

Nations
● Co-President of Science Olympiad
● Captain of the Varsity Tennis Team
● Member of NHS

Former fellow of:
● Dr. Fox Pathways to Stem Cell 

Research
● UCI GATI BEAM
● COSMOS: Tissue and Tumor 

Biology
● Akbari Neurocritical Care Lab

Pianist of 11 years

Founder of SMILE Music: 
Sharing Music to Inspire, 
Lead and Empower

Who I am:
Cate Le



September:
Ovarian Cancer 

Awareness Month

5th leading cause of death in women

Deve lops in lining of ovary, in ge rm ce lls, 
or me tastasizes towards the  region

Most often caught in late r stages due  
to indistinguishable  symptoms

Hereditary risk factors, BRCA1 and 
BRCA2, identified

Emerging targeted treatments: 
Monoclonal antibodie s, immune  checkpoint 
inhibitors, PARP Inhibitors, anti-angiogenic regimens



My mom: Cathy Vo

St a ge  3 epithelial ovarian cancer



➢ Diagnosis : 4/ 21/ 20
➢ He r e d it a r y t e s t ing: 

○ BRCA Ne ga t ive  a nd  HRD 
posit ive

➢ Ne oa d juva nt  c he mot he r a py -> 
t umor  d e b ulking sur ge r y

➢ Ad juva nt  c he mot he r a py, 
p la t inum se nsit ive

➢ Re mission
○ PARP Inhib it or

(Nir a pa r ib ) a s  a  
p r e ve nt a t ive  t o d e la y 
r e c ur r e nc e

➢ Re c ur r e nc e : 10  mont hs la t e r
➢ 2nd  Line  Che mot he r a py, 

p la t inum se nsit ive
➢ OC d e ve lops p la t inum 

r e sis t a nc e -> 3r d , 4t h, 5t h 
Line  c he mot he r a p ie s   

➢ Clinical Trials? 



my journey:
1. Involvement in 

biomedical research
2. Establishment of SMILE 

Music



Summer of 2022 : 

Lectures on the application 
of stem cell research in 
upcoming therapies

Learning in -vitro cell culture 
lab techniques (pipetting, 
reprogramming hiPSCs 
isolating neural stem cells, 
etc.) 

Conducting migration 
staining assay on cancer cell 
line ECM and effects on 
metastasis 



SMILE Music: 
Sharing Music to Inspire, Lead, and 
Empower



First SMILE Piano 
Benefit Recital :
May 28, 2023 ~
$2500



The UCI Cancer Research Institute



UCI GATI BEAM: The Akbari Lab
(Summer 2023)



My Mom: 1967 - 2023 SMILE Mu s ic  (2022): 2023 - p r e s e n t



2nd Annual SMILE 
Benefit Recital: 
March 16, 2024 ~ $3160



UCI COSMOS: 
Tissue  a nd  Tumor  

Biology

Summer  2024

Akb a r i La b :
Und e r gr a d ua t e       
Fe llowship  (in-vivo)



Cate Le 
Junior, Huntington Beach High School

catel@uci.edu

thank you for your time
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