
Colorectal Cancer in The Abdomen

Oliver Eng, MD, FACS, FSSO
Associate Professor of Surgery

Associate Director, Peritoneal Surface Malignancy Program
Associate Program Director, Complex General Surgical Oncology 

Fellowship
Co-Director, Student Clerkship

Vice Chair, Protocol Review and Monitoring Committee, Chao 
Family Comprehensive Cancer Center



Disclosures
§ Speaker, Tempus Labs., Inc.
§ Medical Advisory Board, Verywell Health/Health.com

2



Colorectal Cancer
§ 3rd most common cancer diagnosed in the 

United States
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Siegel et al, CA Cancer J Clin, 2023



Colorectal Cancer
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Siegel et al, CA Cancer J Clin, 2023



Colorectal Cancer that Has Spread -
Metastasis

§ Management has evolved over the past 
several decades

§ Concept of ”Metastasectomy”
Arch. Surg. 1997—”Hepatic Resection for Metastatic 
Colorectal Cancer Results in Cure for Some 
Patients”

§ Reduction of Disease Burden à Resectability 
à Survival
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Jamison et al, Arch Surg 1997
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Abdomen - Peritoneum
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§ Imaging under-representation

§ Limited in detection
<1cm diameter

§ Imaging correctly predicted
disease burden in 50% 
of patients

Fehniger et al, Gyn Onc 2016
Low et al, ASO 2015

Abdomen - Peritoneum
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Mirnezami et al, Tech in Coloproctology 2009
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Visceral 
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Cytoreductive Surgery (CRS)



HIPEC (Hyperthermic Intraperitoneal Chemoperfusion)
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Cytoreductive Surgery—How do we 
do it?
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Izquierdo et al, JOGS 2019
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Izquierdo et al, JOGS 2019
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Deraco et al, Cameron’s Current Surgical Therapy

Cytoreductive Surgery—How do we do 
it?



CRS/HIPEC in CRC with PM
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§ At median follow-up of 21.6 
months, CRS/HIPEC arm 
median OS was 22.3 vs. 
12.6 months in the control 
arm

§ Complete cytoreduction: 
median OS of 48 months, 
with 45% alive at 5 years

Verwaal et al, JCO 2003
Verwaal et al, ASO 2008
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Quenet et al, JCO 2018, presentation at ASCO 2018 (supp.)



NCCN Colon Cancer Guidelines
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NCCN Colon Cancer Guidelines
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NCCN Colon Cancer Guidelines—2024



Insurance Barriers
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Ong et al, ASO 2022
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Chicago Consensus Working Group, ASO 2020
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“Liquid Biopsy”
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Novel Liquid Biopsy Approaches
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Novel In Vitro Model
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Summary

§ Colorectal cancer is one of the most common cancers in 
the United States

§ Management of colorectal cancer that has spread in the 
abdomen continues to evolve

§ We are continually working to change the paradigm



Thank You!
oeng@hs.uci.edu
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